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Mario Puzo and A Tie on Life.
     Most of the world can have split ideals on views of how we perceive to 
approach, or treat things in life.  One take on life through some of our own  
modern era writing can be seen with Mario Puzo’s literary works.  Puzo, famous 
Italian American author, wrote many stories on the crime world in the American 
and Sicilian country.  But what do we see in Mario Puzo’s writing on the subject 
of mafia and family ties?  Puzo conveys life through his writings by showing 
conflicts between family values (good) and the lust for power through crime (evil).
     Family values were a keen sense of judgment for Puzo as he was able to 
display these types of values in his writing.  “Mario Puzo was born into an 
immigrant family in New York Cities infamous 'Hell's Kitchen” (LitWeb 2).  Hells 
Kitchen is a very poor section of Manhattan that supported a lot of gangs, mainly 
Irish-American, and gave buttress to Manhattan’s business district.  When living 
in environments like these, we can see that Puzo’s influence from his own family 
drives his conduct and morality, because the ability of sticking together in such a 
poor, slum down area, made it possibly for the family ties.  “They had family 
values, but I don't know if that exists anymore because it was based on a 
patriarchal view of society. That's all changed as the families became more 
Americanized” (BookPage 12).  Basing this statement, Puzo explains that family 
bonds from hard times helped build the family values that the Mafia dearly 
treated.  “Never get angry. Never make a threat. Reason with people.” (Quotation 

page 1)  Puzo is also a man of reason, reason is what also helps the family 

values tie into his struggles but also into his moral values and judgments.
 We 

see in these sources, Puzo displays the character of family values, which tie into 

Mafia ideals.

     As Puzo elaborates on the qualities of family, he shows how the evils in life 

can turn family ties down, which is how the Mafia became corrupt and separated 
from its family values.  “A lawyer with a briefcase can steal more than a thousand 
men with guns” (Brainy Quote 1).  Tough times in Sicily and America had the 
Mafia go into businesses where the trade was not so legitimate.  These 
actions also held that the Mafia was becoming very influential in politics.  With 
these un-legitimate dealings, crime was becoming a large factor in the mafia 
morality in the sense that it lead to more lust for power.  "I don't like crime, I'm 
very moralistic against crime.  In my work, a significant part of my writing is a 
commentary on America and its judicial system” (BookPage 5).  Yes, on how 
corrupt such factors of the American system were, to be capable enough to 
support the Mafia’s ill-legitimate business’.  Plus showing that our judicial system 

has the same strive for control as the Mafia does to strive for the lust of power 

through crime.  
     Now seeing the two different ties, Puzo gets deeper into the contradiction  of 
using the Mafia as a way to help progress family.  “Don Vito Corleone was a man 
to whom everybody came for help, and never were they disappointed. He made 

no empty promises... His reward? Friendship…” (Lit Web 9).  Puzo describes that 
the Mafia world, trying to tie itself into the normal business world, brought on their 
own ethical values that took from both family values, and values from crime.  The 
Mafia was now a source to help progress the family name through people of 
“second” family, or quoted, “friendship”.  “His values are at once 'domestic' and 
anti-social. Puzo describes Don Corleone's struggle among the underworld 
bosses for power, and how family values are transferred from one generation..” 

(Pegasos 6).  Puzo’s characters, especially in the Godfather, 100% without a 

doubt describe Puzo’s view on the life struggle, but displays it through the 

qualities of the Mafia underworld.  "These guys know how to use violence as a 
business tool…. There's not a more convincing argument than death." 

(BookPage 9).  The one thing we fear most in life is death, Puzo shows death in 

the mob world just as similar to the real world characteristics, and how power 

(evil) is stricken in all of us to use this weapon known as death.
     But what may we conclude about Mario Puzo’s view on life from this though 

process?  Puzo displays that ties between the Mafia and Family are the same 
ties and tragedies we see in the good and evil of life around us, they tie in 
together.  These forces are not unfarmiliar to us, in any other kind of world, 
business, politics, mafia, anyone in those will experience the same formality on 
the applications of the rules of life.  "In both of my books, I've wanted to show the 
parallel between the normal business world and the Mafia” (BookPage 5).  And 

he was successful at doing such, he used both family and lust for power to 

display the forces of good and evil, and when mixed up, can used or be 

attempted to help progress matter of your own life.
